We agree that patients on the combination of clopidogrel and aspirin have greater increases in bleeding times than those on either aspirin or clopidogrel alone. 1 All our patients on clopidogrel had their surgery delayed for 7 days, based on advice from our anaesthetic colleagues. 2 Based on the manufacturer's recommendations and the life-span of a platelet, the delay to surgery was to ensure that the effects of clopidogrel (with or without aspirin) were eliminated. Therefore, our patients on the combination
To the Editor:
I read with interest the article by Harty et al. 1 The authors put patients on clopidogrel alone and those on clopidogrel and aspirin into a single group. Wilhite et al. 2 reported that combination of both aspirin and clopidogrel resulted in a significantly greater increase in bleeding time compared to either drug alone (aspirin, 6.6±3.52 minutes; clopidogrel, 10.2±5.4 minutes; both, 17.4±4.6 minutes). Patients on combination of aspirin and clopidogrel are at increased risk. Have the authors looked into the difference in outcomes in these 2 subgroups?
B Purushothaman University Hospital of North Tees
United Kingdom of clopidogrel and aspirin were not at increased risk of intra-operative or postoperative bleeding. Nonetheless, such patients may be at higher risk of preoperative morbidity secondary to complications such as cerebrovascular haemorrhage, 3 haematoma formation, 4 or blood loss from other wounds.
